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Membership Policy for the West Australian Rifle Association Incorporated 
 
 

1. General 
 
Every Person who engages in, or officiates at, a West Australian Rifle Association 
(WARA) activity is required to hold “Primary Membership” of a WARA affiliated Club 
with the exception of Persons who are engaged in such activities as part of their paid 
employment. 
 
The membership status of Persons who fall outside of, or are not clearly defined by 
this Policy, shall be determined by the Executive of WARA. 
 
Rationale: This membership policy serves three main purposes: 

a) This policy ensures that any Person who is a WARA member who 
engages in, or officiates at, any WARA activities (including WARA affiliated 
District Rifle Associations and WARA affiliated Clubs) governed by the NRAA 
Standard Shooting Rules (SSRs) are appropriately covered by the NRAA 
insurance policy.  
b) This policy ensures that recognition of WARA (including WARA affiliated 
District Rifle Associations and WARA affiliated Clubs) membership structure 
aligns with requirements under the 2024 Firearm Act (Western Australia). 
c) Provides a framework for members and clubs to effectively manage the 
rights of members and hosting clubs for inter-club visits. 

 
 

2. Primary Member - Membership Criteria 
 
Primary membership may only be obtained through a WARA affiliated Club as follows: 

2.1 A Person’s primary membership is defined as membership of the 
Club through which WARA and NRAA affiliation fees are paid. 
2.2  A Person may hold primary membership of only one WARA 
affiliated Club.  
2.3 A WARA member must be a resident of Western Australia. A 
resident of Western Australia with no Australian Citizenship and not 
registered on the Commonwealth Electoral Roll will have their state 
affiliation determined by their legal residence except where special 
reasons apply. 
2.4 WARA Junior membership is defined as persons under the age of 
25 years as at 1st July each calendar year. 
2.5 WARA Senior membership is defined as persons 25 years of age 
or over as at 1st July each calendar year. 
2.6 Primary Members must participate in a minimum of six (6) club 
shoots or WARA sanctioned shoots annually. Failure to meet this 
requirement will result in membership review by the Club Executive. 
2.7 To hold primary membership a Person must meet the 
requirements for firearm ownership under the 2024 Firearms Act 
(Western Australia) and be eligible for a Competition Licence as defined 
by the 2024 Firearms Act and Regulations. 

 



 

 

3.  Becoming a member of WARA 
 
WARA affiliated Clubs are generally the first point of contact for prospective members 
and they are responsible for determination of membership. While Clubs have different 
processes for consideration of new members the following should be minimum criteria. 
 
Minimum new membership criteria: 

3.1 Prior to obtaining membership a Person seeking involvement in a 
WARA affiliated club needs to be identified as an Authorised Visitor. 
Authorisation is considered by, if deemed appropriate, and provided by 
the Club. 
3.2 The first range attendance of an Authorised Visitor is to observe, 
ask questions, and engage with the members of the WARA affiliated 
Club, without active participation in shooting activities. This time will be 
used by the Club to familiarise the Authorised Visitor with shooting 
procedures, range safety and range etiquette as described by the Club’s 
induction procedure. 
3.3 Authorised Visitors must be eligible to attend a licensed Range as 
defined by the Firearms Act 2024 (Western Australia) and associated 
regulations. 
3.4 Over the probationary period, the Authorised Visitor's attendance 
and shooting activities must be recorded, dated, and verified by an 
authorised Club member as evidence of meeting the minimum criteria 
for membership candidacy. These records are to be kept and maintained 
by the Club. 
3.5 Any potential new member may participate for a probationary 
period of a maximum of six (6) months and up to 15 shooting activities 
as an Authorised Visitor. During this period, these persons are not 
eligible to enter open competitions. Once these limits have been 
reached, they will be required to become a member of a WARA affiliated 
Club, provided that the Club has approved their membership application. 
3.6 When assessing prospective members WARA affiliated clubs 
must ensure all membership determinations are in line with the Firearms 
Act 2024 (Western Australia) and new members have read and 
understood all WARA policies regarding membership and behaviour, 
have read and understood Range Standing Orders (RSO) and have 
access to a copy of NRAA Standard Shooting Rules (SSRs). 

 
 

4.  Visiting other WARA clubs and the role of affiliate memberships 
 
Inter-club visits are an important part of WARA’s activities. They are essential for inter-
club competition, training activities, backfilling for range officers and member travel. 
They enable members to gain experience and fellowship in a welcoming environment 
and in some instances inter-club visits assist members and hosting clubs to consider 
transfer of membership. 

4.1 WARA members can visit another WARA affiliate club if registered 
for an advertised inter-club competition. 



 

 

4.2 Any WARA member can also casually visit another WARA affiliate 
club on up to 4 occasions. The host club should be advised prior to 
visiting. 
4.3 Thereafter, the visitor must seek informed approval from the host 
club prior to further visits and while the process for agreeing to further 
visits is up to the hosting club to determine, it is recommended that 
hosting clubs use the vehicle of an affiliate membership (if within the 
individual club’s constitution). 
4.4 An affiliate membership is defined as a secondary membership 
and in general involves an application to the club, acceptance and 
payment of the annual club fee, any relevant district rifle association fee 
and any other fees normally charged to club fees. The affiliate 
membership fee should not include fees associated with WARA and/or 
NRAA as these will have been paid via the primary membership. 
4.5 In the circumstance whereby a host club declines to accept further 
visits (or an application for, or renewal of, an affiliate membership) under 
point 4.3 (above) this decision will extend to all future casual visits. For 
clarity, a visitor cannot expect the right to another 4 casual visits the 
following year and their future access will be limited to attending 
advertised inter-club competitions for which they are registered. 

 
 

5. Life membership 
 

5.1 Life Members shall have affiliation fees waived however, this 
waiver shall only apply to the particular organisation which bestowed the 
Life membership. All other affiliation fees must be paid. 
5.2 Clubs are required to nominate members for 50 years of 
membership certificates by submitting the nominations to the WARA 
Administration Officer. The WARA Administration Officer will then verify 
the joining dates of the nominees before issuing the Certificate. 
5.3 Refer to the WARA Constitution (Part 3: Div 1:11e). 

 
 
Closing Comments 
 
We appreciate your commitment to upholding the values and standards of the West 
Australian Rifle Association Inc. This Membership Policy aims to ensure consistency, 
fairness, and transparency in our membership processes across all affiliated clubs. 
Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate 
to contact your Club Executive or WARA representatives. 
 
Thank you for your dedication to the sport of Rifle Shooting and for being an integral 
part of our vibrant community. 
 
  



 

 

Glossary: 
 
Authorised Visitor: Refers to anyone not currently a Primary or Inactive Member of 
any active Rifle Club, nor have they been in the past, actively participating in Club 
shooting activities as a guest. 
 
New Member: Refers to anyone meeting the minimum criteria for Primary Member 
status of an active Rifle Club and has never been a Past Member of WARA. 
 
Rifle Club: Refers to an active and approved WARA affiliated Rifle Club. 
 
Past Member: Refers to anyone not currently a Primary or Inactive Member but has 
been a financial and active member of any Rifle Club in the past for a minimum 
period of 12 months of membership. 
 
Primary Member: Refers to a financial member of an active Rifle Club participating 
in a minimum of six (6) club shoots or WARA sanctioned shoots in the current 
financial membership period. 
 
Inactive Member: Refers to a financial member of an active Rifle Club not meeting 
the minimum shooting activities requirement in the current financial membership 
period. 
 
Minimum Shooting Activities: Minimum number of active range attendances over a 
nominated period. 
 
Full-Bore Shooting Activities: Shooting classes sanctioned by the National Rifle 
Association of Australia (NRAA) and detailed in the Standard Shooting Rules 
(SSRs). 
 
WARA: West Australian Rifle Association Incorporated. 


